| ndi ana | CES Program Policy Manual

CHAPTER 1200 SECTI ON. 1200
GENERAL PROGRAM TABLE OF CONTENTS
| NFORVATI ON

1200. 00. 00 GENERAL PROGRAM | NEFORVATI ON

1205. 00. 00 FOOD STAMPS (F)

1205. 05. 00 LEGAL BASI S (F)

1205. 10. 00 PROGRAM OVERVI EW ( F)

1205. 15. 00 ELIG BILITY CRITER A (F)

1210. 00. 00 CASH ASSI STANCE AND | MPACT (C. 1)

1210. 05. 00 LEGAL BASIS (C, I)

1210. 10. 00 PROGRAM OVERVI EW (C, 1)

1210. 15. 00 ELIGBILITY CRITERIA (C, 1)

1215. 00. 00 MEDI CAL ASSI| STANCE ( VED)

1215. 05. 00 LEGAL BASI S (MED)

1215. 10. 00 PROGRAM OVERVI EW ( MED)

1215. 15. 00 ELIG BILITY CRI TERI A ( MED)



chinnvj

chinnvj

chinnvj

chinnvj


| ndi ana | CES Program Policy Manual DFC

CHAPTER: 1200 SECTI ON:  1200. 00. 00
GENERAL PROGRAM GENERAL PROGRAM
| NFORMATI ON | NFORVATI ON

1200. 00. 00 GENERAL PROGRAM | NFORNMATI ON

This chapter presents general information about the
following Fam |y and Social Services Adm nistration (FSSA)
pr ogr ans:

Food Stanps (Section 1205);

Tenporary Assistance for Needy Families (Cash
Assi stance) and | ndi ana Manpower Pl acenent and
Conpr ehensive Training (1 MPACT) (Section 1210.)
Medi cal Assistance (Section 1215).

These prograns are adnministered by the state throughout 92
counti es.

1205. 00. 00 FOOD STAMPS (F)

The purpose of the Food Stanp Programis to assist eligible
| ow i nconme participants to obtain a nore nutritious diet by
i ncreasi ng food purchasi ng power through the issuance and
redenpti on of food coupons.

1205. 05. 00 LEGAL BASIS (F)

The |l egal basis for the Food Stanp Programis the Food Stanp
Act of 1977, the Omi bus Reconciliation Act of 1981, and the
Food Security Act of 1965. The United States Departnent of
Agriculture (USDA) is the federal agency which is
responsi ble for adm nistration of the Food Stanp Program
This agency's Food and Nutrition Service (FNS) provides
specific guidance to states concerning the Food Stanp
Program

1205. 10. 00 PROGRAM OVERVI EW ( F)

Assi stance groups (AGs) are issued benefits electronically

t hrough the Hoosier Wirks card. The Hoosier Wrks card is
used to purchase eligible food itens at retail stores

aut hori zed by USDA. Food Stanps are intended to suppl ement
ot her AG incone. The anpbunt of benefits received is based
on the AGs size and financial circunstances. These benefits
are funded 100 percent by the federal governnment, and

adm ni strative costs are shared by the state and federa
governments on a 50 - 50 basis.




1205. 15. 00 ELIGBILITY CRITERIA (F)

| ndi vi dual s who purchase and prepare food together are

consi dered an AG for Food Stanmp purposes and their
eligibility is determ ned together. Individuals who apply
for Food Stanps must qualify on the basis of income and
resources. Incone, unless specifically exenpt by federal
regul ations, is counted. After adding all the AGs countable
income, federally allowed deductions are subtracted. In
order to be eligible, any remaining income nust fall bel ow
set incone limts, depending on the AGs size.

In addition, famlies and individuals nust nmeet work

regi stration requirenents as well as certain citizenship and
residency requirenments. Eligibility criteria are

est abl i shed by USDA and are uniformthroughout the United

St at es.

Any AG in which all menbers are recipients of Cash

Assi stance (AFDC or Refugee Assistance) and/or SSI benefits
are considered categorically eligible because of their
entitlement to these benefits. Eligibility factors accepted
for both FS eligibility and Cash Assi stance and/or SSI
eligibility are:

Gross and net incone |limts,

Resour ces;

Soci al Security nunber information;
sponsored alien information; and
resi dency.

1210. 00. 00 CASH ASSI STANCE AND | MPACT (C, I)

Cash Assi stance prograns are designed to provide financial
assi stance to individuals who neet specific program
eligibility requirements. Two federal prograns, Tenporary
Assi stance for Needy Fam lies (TANF) and Refugee Cash

Assi stance (RCA), conprise the Cash Assistance Programin
| CES.

TANF provi des financial assistance to dependent children and
their parents or relatives who are deprived of the support
or care of one or both parents, and who neet ot her
eligibility criteria.

RCA provides financial assistance to refugee adults and
famlies who have resettled in the United States. The
pur pose of the programis to provide for the effective
resettlement of refugees and to assist themto achieve
econom ¢ self-sufficiency as quickly as possible.

The | MPACT program focuses on noving people into jobs while
providing tenporary help as the transition is nmade to
econom ¢ self-sufficiency. Individuals who are able to work



are expected to seek and accept a job which can be secured
with their existing education and skills. | MPACT services
may i nclude training and education while an individual is
enpl oyed or working toward enploynment, if those services
wi Il assist an individual in securing enploynment that wll
result in self-sufficiency.

1210. 05. 00 LEGAL BASIS (C, 1)

The |l egal basis for the TANF cash assi stance programis
Title I'V-A of the Social Security Act as anended by the
Personal Wbrk Opportunity Reconciliation Act (PRWORA) of
1996 and Title 45 of the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR
The I ndiana Code (1 C) provides authority for operating in

I ndi ana, and the Indiana Adm nistrative Code (I AC) contains
specific rules about how the programis run in Indiana. The
Adm nistration for Children and Famlies (ACF) of the
Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) is the federal
agency responsi ble for the program

The |l egal basis for the RCA programis Title IV of the
| mm gration and Nationality Act (I NA) and the Refugee Act of
1980, and Title 45 of the Code of Federal Regul ations (CFR)

1210. 10. 00 PROGRAM OVERVI EW (C, I)

Wth the passage of the Social Security Act in 1935, states
were given the option of participating in the Assistance to
Fam |ies with Dependent Children (AFDC) Program (Title IV-A
of the Social Security Act). Once the program was adopted,
the state was required to conply with I aws and regul ati ons
of the federal government. The Welfare Act of 1936

est abl i shed the AFDC Programin Indiana. The program went

t hrough many changes and in 1967 was expanded to nake
paynents for the second parent in the hone when one of the
parents was incapacitated (AFDC-1). Al though a federa
option previously, the AFDC Unenpl oyed Program was not
adopted in Indiana until October 1, 1990, when it becane
mandatory as a result of the Fam |y Support Act of 1988. In
1996, welfare reformefforts resulted in the Personal
Responsi bility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation ACT that
elimnated the AFDC Program and created TANF. The goal of
the TANF programis to enable participants to achieve
econom ¢ self-sufficiency. The aimof the TANF policies and
procedures is to neet this goal

TANF cash assistance is funded through the federal TANF

Bl ock Grant which requires states to nmaintain financial
support of other prograns for |owincome famlies in order
to receive the conplete grant anount.

The Refugee Act of 1980 set procedures for the
adm ni stration of the Refugee Cash Assistance (RCA) program
and for the adm ssion of refugees to the United States.



St andar di zed i mm grati on docunents were devel oped at this
time to assist in program admnistration. A basic principle
in the devel opnent of this programwas that eligibility for
ot her assistance prograns was to be determ ned prior to
determning eligibility for RCA

RCA is funded conpletely by federal funds.
1210. 15. 00 ELIGBILITY CRITERIA (C, 1)

The determ nation of eligibility for TANF is a two step
process. In addition to financial eligibility, which

i ncl udes income and resource consi deration, each
applicant/recipient of TANF nust al so be determ ned eligible
according to the non-financial requirenments of the TANF
program as admnistered in the State of Indiana.

TANF eligibility is determ ned on the basis of the
eligibility of the child. An eligible child is:

1. a needy, dependent child under age 18 who is a citizen
of the United States or an alien lawmfully admtted for
per manent residence,

2. deprived of parental support or care due to a parent's
conti nued absence fromthe honme, physical or nental
i ncapacity, death, or unenpl oynent,

3. l[iving with an eligible relative who is unable to
provi de adequate support or care for the child, as
described in Section 3215.05. 00.

Eligibility for RCA is dependent on the determ nation of
refugee status by the United States Citizenship and

| nm gration Services (VSCIS). In addition, other non-
financial requirenents, inconme, and resources are

consi dered. Refugee Cash Assistance is tinme |[imted based
upon the refugee's date of entry into the United States.

| MPACT services are available to TANF and Food Stanp
reci pients. TANF | MPACT services are avail able for
i ndi vidual s included in the TANF grant including zero
grants, and those who are not included in the grant:

Whose 24 nonths of eligibility has expired, but the
i ndi vi dual’s TANF assi stance group (AG renmains open;

Who are participating during an | MPACT or |V-D
sanction; or

for TANF but have not
raining contract initiated
he TANF AG was open.

Who are no |longer eligible
conpleted the ON-THE-JOB t
for the individual while t



1215. 00. 00 MEDI CAL ASSI STANCE ( MED)

Medicaid is a federal and state funded program whi ch pays
for the nedical care of persons who neet specific
categorical non-financial, income, and resource
requirenents. Individuals can be eligible for either full,
[imted, or emergency Medicaid coverage depending on the
cat egory under which they qualify.

1215. 05. 00 LEGAL BASI S (MED)

The Medicaid programis established under Title Xl X of the
Social Security Act. Federal regulations in Title 42 of the
Code of Federal Regul ations (CFR) provide further |egal

aut hority.

The Heal th Care Financing Adm ni stration (HCFA) of the
Department of Health and Human Services is the federal
agency which has adm nistrative responsibility for the
Medi cai d Program

1215. 10. 00 PROGRAM OVERVI EW ( MED)

Medi cai d becane effective in Indiana on January 1, 1970.
The Medi caid programcovers a wi de range of nmedical care and
services for eligible individuals.

1215. 15. 00 ELIG BILITY CRI TERI A ( MED)

The determnation of eligibility for Medical Assistance is
based upon financial and non-financial requirenents. The
Medi caid programis conprised of nunerous categories of

assi stance. Each category has additional specific criteria
whi ch nust be nmet for eligibility to exist. These

requi renents are discussed in Chapter 1600.



